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Option   2:   Interview   an   adult   about   music!   Ask   them   some   questions   about   music   when  

they   were   growing   up.   Take   notes   during   the   interview.   Video   or   audio   record   your  

interview   and   send   it   to   me.   In   addition,   answer   the   following   questions.   

 

a.   What   was   your   favorite   song   as   a   kid?   

As   a   kid,   my   mom’s   favorite   song   was   a   soul   song   by   the   Ethiopian   singer   Aster   Aweke.  

She   doesn’t   know   the   name   of   the   song,   although   she   does   have   the   CD   with   the   song   on  

it   kept   somewhere.  

b.   Who   was   your   favorite   singer/band   growing   up?   What   was   your  

favorite   song   from   your   favorite   singer/band?   

Growing   up,   my   mom’s   favorite   singers   and   musicians   were   Aster   Aweke,   a   singer,   and  

Mulatu   Astatke,   a   multi-instrumentalist   jazz   artist.   She   doesn’t   have   specific   favorites,  

although   she   has   her   favorite   CDs   that   she’s   kept   from   long   ago.  

c.   How   did   you   listen   to   music   when   you   were   a   kid?   

As   a   kid,   she   listened   to   music   on   cassettes   and   cassette   players.   She   also   listened   to  

music   on   her   mom’s   boombox,   which   she   bought   for   $180   in   Ethiopian   birr.  

d.   Did   you   have   music   class   when   you   were   in   school?   Do   you   remember  

what   kind   of   songs   you   played/sang?   

In   school,   she   did   have   music   class.   She   played   a   lot   of   music   with   drums,   a   lot   of   native  

songs   that   represented   their   culture.   They   also   sang   a   lot   of   songs,   like   church   songs  

because   it   represented   their   community.  

e.   Did   you   play   games?   Did   you   dance   or   play   instruments?   Did   you   like  

music   class?   Why   or   why   not?  

   Yes.   They   would   play   a   lot   of   games   in   class.   They   would   also   dance   a   lot   and   play  

instruments.   She   enjoyed   music   class   a   lot   because   to   her   and   her   classmates,   it   was   like  

freedom,   like   a   reward   when   it   was   time   for   music   class.  

f.   Come   up   with   your   own   question:   How   has   your   music   taste   evolved  

since   you   were   younger?  

Since   she   was   younger,   my   mom’s   music   taste   has   evolved   in   a   way   that   it   more   reflects  

the   way   she   feels   and   the   way   she   wants   to   feel.   In   her   opinion,   the   best   music   is   the  

kind   that   is   meaningful.   So,   to   her,   the   best   music   now   is   the   kind   with   a   good   message,  

the   kind   that   puts   her   in   a   good   mood   and   makes   her   feel   refreshed.  

 


